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Prunus africana is and indigenous forest tree of tropical mountains areas of
Africa and Madagascar.

In Cameroon the species occurs in the mountains of six administrative region.
Prunus bark is a well known medicinal plant in international trade.

Its bark is the raw material in health supplements and drugs used to treat
prostate problems.

It is a major income source for forest based communities and enterprises.

The unsustainable exploitation of its bark from the wild has lead to international
trade being restricted between 1995-2010.

Prunus africana management is governed by customary and statutory laws.

The 1994 forestry law and its decree of August 1995 have emphasized the
notions of ownership over the resource, the users right and community forest.

The communities involved in Prunus africana activities are earning much needed
income from their participation in the trade.

The Mount Cameroon Prunus management ( ) is getting more involved in
isusta;tl}abge bark harvesting activities in general and the production to marketing
n particular.

“through users right is the exclusive Prunus bark harvester in the Mount
Cameroon National Park.



Review the existing framework for Prunus exploitation in

Cameroon

To access the development with community Based
Organisations adoption of sustainable exploitation

and trade of Prunus africana.

To identify possible directions in the development of

equitable and fair trade of Prunus.
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Prunus africana is mainly utilized as raw material for medicinal plant
Industries




4.1 The legal framework for Prunus africana
exploitation and trade

Prunus bark exploitation and commercialisation started in 1972 in
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4.2 Getting, to know

is the Mount Cameroon Prunus Management common Initiative
Group established in 2000.

It comprises more than 20 villages. .
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strategy for the sustainable management of
Prunus africana.

~ is working to }promote oommumty management and

MOCAP
260FCFA/kg 0,4/Kg
26.000.000 F CFA




Table 1: Prunus africana revenue sharing

Units cost (FCFA)
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Harvesters, fiels equipments, medication

—t
o

Village development fund

~J

Facilitation of community participation (libation)

Park management

Regeneration of Prunus trees 7
Transport 4
Warehouse 3

Source: memorandum of understanding (MOU) on the sales and sustainable harvesting of Prunus
africana barks in the Mount Cameroon National park and its support zone, 2012.



Table 2: Prunus africana revenue sharing 2003 - 2004

N° Description Unit cost Cost (FCFA)

1 Regeneration 10 frcs per kg 1.000.000

Field monitoring
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In pursuance of the provisions of the 1994 forestry laws that fosters
community participation in forest management and considering the
provision of the decree creating the , the local population has been
allowed limited and supervised access to the resource in the parc.

It is also within the new orientation of the government policy for
nelghbourmg commumtles to a protected area to participate and benefit

ke g <""*~“‘—\ 'w._'
10 v 1 ..
1 5 -

V\,-‘.

Z:AL-_: '_,‘me-_‘_.. .:‘I.'-;-L-_',V -LI‘: '| ‘L‘l = A [ e Y
naring the b ‘n -—l‘lH ,—{ !H—-_ lr' to be too bu 1C|

MOCAP CIG ??[Fn?it;;_?}-’; ~ Company could

1 the sale or F




Community based organisation must be encouraged by the legal
framework to derive more revenues from their products: facilitation of
access to permits and export authorization by the government.




4.4 collaborative production of Prunus africana bark for the
economic empowerment of Community Based Organisation

( )

The communities under users right shall significantly contribute to the
collaborative management and protectlon of the resource.

and the | - naaqe
MOCAP Company




The memorandum of understanding on the sale of Prunus africana bark

gives exclusive access rights to a national exporter of all the Prunus
bark harvested.

- through Company could derive substantial benefit
from the sale of Prunus bark by_, sell|ng~.;" ire 3




Local people’s involvement in the Prunus business should not be limited
to harvesting only.

Community based organisations must be given significant incentives by
the policy makers: a key problem policy and regulatory should solve is
setting measures that facilitate better access to exploitation permits

and other licensing procedu es for Iocal .commqn' ; ave already




The phytopharmaceutical and processing industries are highly
advised to assist growers and exploiters in source countries to the

sustainable management of medicinal plants (Prunus afncana)
..,_j_necessary to run thelr facl:orles._
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LE MONDE DES PLANTES AU SERVICE DE L'INDUSTRIE PHYTOPARMACEUTIQUE ET LA HEALTHFOOD
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