
How Moskaluokta became Lakselvbukt 
(Chang of identity, language and landuse) 



Reindeer herding people 



Scandinavia 

  Non reindeer herding 
Sámi are in majority 

  Norway 40 000 (3000) 
  Sweden 20 000 (5000) 
  Finland 7 000 (2500) 
  Russia 3 000 
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Traditional knowledge 

  Survival and meaning (value) 
  Understanding nature and 

animals  
  Language 



Traditional knowledge and science 

1. Snow and Ice project 
  Research 

2. Dievát project 
  Sámi community 

3. Sámi place names  
  Sámi language center 



Snow and ice project (Riseth et.al. 2010) 



Dievát project 

 Sámi governance 
 Preserving nature 
 Transmitting knowledge 
    to youth 



Sámi place names 

  Historical descriptions 
of nature 

  Terminology adapted 
to Arctic nature use 

  Sámi Identity 



Collecting Sámi place names  

  Focus on costal areas (Lakselvbukt – Moskaluokta) 
  Archive material  
  Talking to elders 



Challenges 

 We are loosing “the elders” and their 
knowledge 

 Non reindeer herding Sámi culture 
 Sámi perspective on monitoring changes  
 Traditional knowledge as base for adaptation 

to climate change 
 Problems bigger than global warming, more 

immediate and more important to look at  



Thank you for you interest 


