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Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems Programme

« Seeks to empower local and indigenous peoples by advocating
recognition and mobilization of their unique knowledge, know-
how and practices.

« Contributes to safeguarding of traditional knowledge by
reinforcing inter-generational transmission

« Activities fall within three main themes:

— Resource conservation and management
— Climate change
— Revitalizing knowledge and indigenous education




Reinforcing Mayangna Culture, Language and
Knowledge, Nicaragua

* Mayangna people living in BOSAWAS Biosphere Reserve,
Nicaragua

* Documented traditional knowledge

~Using a community based methodology
~Publication: “Conocimientos del Pueblo Mayangna” (2010)

* Now integrating that knowledge into school curricula
— Working with a Mayangna team of experts
~ Three sets of materials for preschool and third grade
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Reinforcing Mayangna Knowledge, Nicaragua

« Methodology
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Reinforcing Mayangna Knowledge, Nicaragua

*The project:
— Encourages transmission of knowledge, language and

empowers communities in environmental
management;

— Highlights the sophistication and profundity of
Mayangna knowledge of natural resource
management to Biosphere Reserve managers;

— But also has other effects:
* Community empowerment
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Reinforcing Mayangna Knowledge, Nicaragua

*Next step:

— Provides models for working with most vulnerable
communities.

— Funding permitting, scale up to other Indigenous
Communities in other LAC Biosphere Reserves

— Early discussions in Mexico, Ecuador and Honduras
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